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When my long day draws down to dark at last,
And from my fingers falls the worn-out pen.
| shall not boast a wealth of volumes vast
On themes abstruse, to win the praise of men.
My vagarant rhymes, my tales of bygone days
Are autumn leaves a wind-tossed tree has shed.
And few will deem worth a meed of praise,
Or backward turn to read a page once read.
But | shall be content if you, my friends,
Who know my lack of literary lore
~Cay say, when my inglorious scribbling ends.
“He won the love of folk whose hearts were sore
An evil deed he never called to mind.
Nor wrote a line that left a sting behind.”
C. S. D.
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